SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
December 2, 2018 – 1st Sunday of Advent
THE BIDDING PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, let us prepare ourselves so that we
may be shown its true meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the prophets of
Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem the waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and
hymns, that the good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate the promise that our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring all peoples and all things into the glory of God's eternal
kingdom. The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. But first, let us pray for the
world that God so loves, for those who have not heard the good news of God, or who do not believe
it; for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the Church in this place and
everywhere, that it may be freed from all evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the
love of God. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the words that Christ himself
taught us.
FIRST LESSON - Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness - on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne
of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from
this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Today we remember the prophets of old, who demanded to be heard, who dared to speak of a child to
come, unexpected liberator of the people, vulnerable incarnation of the Holiest of Holies, a new
name for God.
Today we give thanks for the prophets among us, who bring to us surprising new visions of hope,
who challenge us to think outside the box, who show us a future we never anticipated.
On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of the prophets who renew our faith
and remind us of what may be.
Sing Light the Advent Candle
SECOND LESSON – Isaiah 11:6-9
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young
shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.
Sing Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

THIRD LESSON – Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin
engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can
this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be
called Son of God. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according
to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Sing There’s a Song in the Air
FOURTH LESSON – Luke 2:1-7
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
Sing Away in a Manger
FIFTH LESSON – Luke 2:8-16
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger.
Sing The First Noel

SIXTH LESSON – John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through
him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of
God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
Sing Joy to the Word

