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Church Events

FROM THE PASTORS HEART...
Happy Autumn!! One of the things I really love about Virginia is our
change of seasons. When Vern, Matthew and I first moved to Virginia,
we felt pretty much at home right from the start. The Shenandoah
Valley reminded us so much of our beloved Vermont – but without 6
months of winter weather. (Thank you, Jesus!) After the heat of this past
summer, I am ready for some crisp cool mornings… and it sure would
be nice to have a dry spell so the leaves will actually rustle when one
walks through them. I am fairly certain our water table has recovered
from the drought!
About 18 years ago, in my first appointment on the Trinity Circuit,
Southampton County, I was asked a very interesting question by one of
our Baptist neighbors. Looking me in the eye, not mincing her words
she asked, “Are you saved?” My initial reaction was one of astonishment but remembering the horror stories I had heard about Pastors in
general, I answered her question. “Why yes! I gave my life to Jesus the
evening of November 9th, 1975 sitting at the supper table with my Aunt
Lorli and Uncle Hugh.” She seemed satisfied with my answer, and a
little impressed that I could name the day and location. In the years
since that conversation I have asked many members of small group
Bible Studies, if they remembered the moment they gave their life to
Jesus. Over the years, the responses have been fairly consistent: very
few can pinpoint the moment they asked Jesus into their heart as Lord
and Savior. Being raised in the United Methodist Church, I have learned
faith in Jesus is assimilated through regular church attendance, Sunday
school, Vacation Bible School, and Worship. It is not our custom to give
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10/1 SPRC Meeting - 6:30 pm
(Office Workroom)
10/8 Trunk and Treat Meeting 6:30 pm (Viel Auditorium)
10/9 West End Alliance - 6:30 pm
(Social Hall)
10/14 Soapy Sudsy Sunday
10/4 Family Fun Day - 1 pm
(Back Home on the Farm-Hburg)
10/16 Echoes - 11:00 am
(Country Cookin)
10/22 November Newsletter
Deadline - 12 pm
10/28 Relay Soup and Sandwich
Lunch - 11:30 am (Social Hall)
10/30 Charge Conference - 6 pm
(Social Hall)
10/31 Trunk or Treat - 4 pm
(Staunton Mall)
Food Pantry (every Wednesday)
at 9 am
Bible Study (every Wednesday
at 6:30 pm in Office Workroom
Choir Practice (every Thursday)
at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary

“altar calls,” nor would we ever dare to presume that our neighbor in the pew was anything BUT a Christian.
This brings me to the question then, “What difference has Jesus made in your life??” Father John Wesley
strongly believed a person’s faith journey was to be marked by transformation: those who follow Jesus could
and should expect an ongoing faith journey to be marked by growth. In fact, Wesley believed this growth did
not end at the grave but continued for all eternity. There is a prayer during the Committal Service in our
United Methodist Service of Death and Resurrection which attests to this very point: Gracious God, we thank
you for those we love but see no more. Receive into your arms your servant (Tizzy!), and grant that increasing in knowledge and love of you, she may go from strength to strength in service to your heavenly kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
According to Wesley, God’s Sanctifying Grace brought about an inward transformation which led to outward
demonstrations and acts of kindness, mercy and love ~ also known as the marks of a Christian which was
addressed in last week’s sermon. So, I ask again, “What difference has Jesus made in your life?” During the
Theology oral examination for ordination, I was asked a similar question, “What difference has the Resurrection made in your life?” I faltered; asked the question to be repeated – several times, and finally said, “I am
not sure I can answer that question at this moment.” No sooner had I uttered these words when the Holy
Spirit gob smacked me, and I asked, “Can I get personal here?” Several in the room tried very hard not to grin
as I was given the go ahead. Taking a deep breath I said, “For me, my salvation has never ever been about fire
insurance.” (For those of you who may not be familiar
Bible Reading Plan
with this “faith” phrase. A person with “fire insurance
faith” is a Christian for one reason only – to escape the Mon, 10/1 Luke 1, John 1:1-14
fires of hell.) I continued, “My faith has never been Tue, 10/2 Matthew 1, Luke 2:1-38
about fire insurance. For me, personally knowing Wed, 10/3 Matthew 2, Luke 2:39-52
Christ here and now, if this is all there is, for me, it is Thu, 10/4 Matthew 3, Mark 1, Luke 3
enough! Of course I believe in eternal life, particularly Fri, 10/5
Matthew 4, Luke 4-5, John 1:15-51
with the heavenly reunion of all the saints who have Sat, 10/6
John 2-4
gone before me, but knowing Jesus, loving Jesus, Sun, 10/7 Mark 2
serving Jesus in this life – if this is it – my life is Mon, 10/8 John 5
Tue, 10/9 Matthew 12:1-21, Mark 3, Luke 6
complete.
Wed, 10/10 Matthew 5-7
Sisters and Brothers, I encourage you to think back on Thu, 10/11 Matthew 8:1-13, Luke 7
your faith journey to the time when God the Father, Fri, 10/12 Matthew 11
Son and Holy Spirit became real to you. Wesley Sat, 10/13 Matthew 12:22-50, Luke 11
believed that there were three elements to a person’s Sun, 10/14 Matthew 13, Luke 8
theological development – Scripture, Tradition, and Mon, 10/15 Matthew 8:14-34, Mark 4-5
then Reason. Albert Outler added the fourth compo- Tue, 10/16 Matthew 9-10
nent – Experience and coined the term the Wesley Wed, 10/17 Matthew 14, Mark 6, Luke 9:1-17
Quadrilateral. For United Methodists, Scripture is Thu, 10/18 John 6
considered the primary source and standard for Chris- Fri, 10/19 Matthew 15, Mark 7
tian doctrine. Tradition is the experience and the Sat, 10/20 Matthew 16, Mark 8, Luke 9:18-27
witness of development and growth of the faith Sun, 10/21 Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9:28-62
through the past centuries and in many nations and Mon, 10/22 Matthew 18
cultures. Experience is the individual's understanding Tue, 10/23 John 7-8
and adopting of the faith in the light of his or her own Wed, 10/24 John 9:1-10:21
life. Through reason, the individual Christian brings to Thu, 10/25 Luke 10-11, John 10:22-42
bear on the Christian faith, discerning and convincing Fri, 10/26 Luke 12-13
thought. These four elements taken together bring the Sat, 10/27 Luke 14-15
individual Christian to a mature and fulfilling under- Sun, 10/28 Luke 16-17:10
standing of the Christian faith and the required Mon, 10/29 John 11
response of worship and service. It is indeed worth Tue, 10/30 Luke 17:11-18:14
Wed, 10/31 Matthew 19, Mark 10
pondering….. Pastor Tizzy

Prayer Requests
Sandy Allen
Betty Barnhardt
Scott Baugher
Louise Bennett
Dave Botkin
Kelly Botkin
Matt Brown
Alex Caldwell
Melinda Campbell
Phil Carletti
Charles Chenault
John Clatterbaugh
Carmen Collins
Rodney Davis
Jonathan Gillette
Rhonda Harley

Hebrews 13:5 (CEV)

Jerry Harman
Mark Harman
Wendy Harman
Butch Hartless
Lynn Hunter
Edith Kelly
Peggy Knowles
Marcella Landram
Carrie Lotts
Teresa McFarling
Danielle McPherson
Dana Moore
Fern Moran
Elizabeth Poe
Penny Walker Reen
John Rexrode

Billy Rischol
Kim Rohr
George Sanderson
Paul Sandridge
Ina Mae Sheets
Katherine Sheets
Evelyn Smith
Leta Wimer
Haley Wisman
Tommy Wood
also…
Those in the Armed Services
The United Methodist Church
Our Local UM Churches
Our Community
Our Nation

The Lord has
promised that he
will not leave us
or desert us.

Do not fear:
I am with you;
do not be anxious:
I am your God.
I will strengthen you,
I will help you,
I will uphold you
with my victorious
right hand.
Isaiah 41:10 (NAB)

Prayer Updates and Thank you!

The family of Jonathan Gillette thanks you for your continued prayers. He is able to speak a few
words now and able to go to church in his special wheelchair. He still requires total care, please pray
for strength for Michele and Steven Carletti.
Mike Alford returned to Duke at the end of August for a check up. His MRI revealed he had a
complete response to his treatment for brain cancer and is in remission. He will have to return every
4 months to be checked. ~ Lois Carletti
Our chicken barbeque was a lot of fun and a great success. The weather was beautiful. We had a pit
of 500 halves. We want to thank the early birds (3:30 a.m.) who cooked and sauced the chickens.
Thank you to the ones who wrapped and packed the coolers. A big thank you to the ones who sold
the chicken. We finished early this year. Our gross money was $2075, our expenses were $1276 with
a profit of $799. We hope everyone enjoyed this and plan to do it next year. The date will always be
the last Saturday in August. Thank you to Steve Morris for buying the chicken, making the sauce and
being in charge of the cooking and cooks. Thanks again, Sammie & Lindy

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to Bob and Marge Sharp and their family following the death of
Bob’s aunt, Edna Uber on Sunday, September 16th. Their mailing address is: 1090 Kasinof Avenue,
Hagerstown MD 21742.

Birthdays/Anniversaries
9 Joe Stover
Teresa Ross
12Ryan Fauver
16Beth Stover
23Pam Landes

23 Justin Shifflett
24 Adam Johnson
26 Melanie Glendye
29 Jim Rohr

 Congratulations to following couples who
are celebrating anniversaries this month:
Oct. 9th - Douglas & Jen Sams - 19 years
Oct. 10th - Harold & Jane Sellers - 54 years
Oct 10th - Justin & Meghan Shifflett - 3 years

EVANGELISM
During the month of October, Marquis will be giving out free batteries for our church’s food pantry
clients and SACRA (Staunton Augusta Church Relief Association) clients. Each battery will be placed
in a bag with a reminder to change your smoke detector battery when you change your clocks on
Sunday November 4. Our church name and a note “sharing God’s love” will be on the baggie. We have
some extras so if you or anyone you know needs a new one for their smoke detectors, please let the
church office know or anyone with the Evangelism committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS
OCTOBER is Pastor Appreciation Month and is a time that congregations set aside each year to honor
their pastors and their families for their hard work and sacrificial dedication. Please take a moment this
October and find a way to show Pastor Tizzy and Vern how much you appreciate all they do.
OCTOBER 14th - Join us for an afternoon of family fun on Sunday, October 14th at “Back Home on
the Farm” in Harrisonburg. The cost is $10 per person. If 20 people attend, we can get a group discount
and the cost will be $8 per person and must be in cash. Friends, family and neighbors are all welcome.
If you would like to car pool, meet in the church parking lot at 12:15 pm or you can meet us at the farm
at 1 pm. There will be a sign up sheet in the arcade and a flyer with more information. If you have any
questions, contact Beth Stover.
OCTOBER 28th - The Relay For Life Team will host a soup and sandwich lunch immediately after
church on Sunday, October 28th. A free will donation will be collected and all proceeds will be donated
to the American Cancer Society.
OCTOBER 31st - Our church will be one of 7 local Methodist churches that will be represented at the
Community Trunk and Treat for children and their families on Wednesday October 31st. This year’s
event will be outdoors at the Staunton Mall from 6-8 pm. Please watch for more information. Since we
are expecting many children, we appreciate donations of candy, candy, and more candy! Sign up sheets
are at the church for anyone that can commit to a trunk (we’ll help with ideas – its easy!) and/or be a
helper. Thanks for sharing in this event! Prayers appreciated!

MISSION
Thanks again to everyone who donated school
supplies for the Food Pantry.
October 14th is Soapy Sudsy Sunday. Please
bring donations of bar soap that will be given
out through the Food Pantry. The can be
brought anytime during the month of October.
Thanks again for all your donations and all
your support of the missions here at Marquis.

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS

Echoes will meet on Tuesday, October 16th
at 11 am at Country Cookin for a dutch
treat lunch. All are welcome to join us.

Echoes will not meet in November but will
meet on Tuesday, December 18th at 10:30
a.m. in the Social Hall. We will have a fun
gift exchange followed by a covered dish
lunch. Please bring a wrapped gift suitable
for either a male or a female costing no
more than $5.00 and a dish to share. All are
welcome to join us. The more, the merrier.

For the month of October we are seeking canned meats and canned fruit.

