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From the Pastor’s Heart…
It is three days after Easter Sunday. As I stare at the blank
canvas on my computer monitor where there should be a
completed newsletter article for May, my mind refuses to
cooperate. The week after Easter for most pastor’s is a week of
much needed Sabbath time, and while my body is present with
hands placed on the keyboard, my mind has taken a hike.
Suddenly there appears on my desk a re-arranged vase of purple
and yellow flowers – the work of my Administrative Assistant,
AKA Caryn Ergenbright - with the suggestion I write about
Spring time and new life!
As I have told you before, spring is without doubt my favorite
time of year. While springtime in New England can be more
dramatic then here in the Commonwealth, it is also rather brief.
I much, much prefer the gradual spring season where I have
seen daffodils bloom as early as my birthday the end of January.
The unfolding of a reawakened earth, the unique pungent smell
that comes from rotting leaves as your rake scratches the
thawed lawn awake; the sweet succession of flowers as planted
bulbs push their way through the ground quickly followed by
azaleas, rhododendrons, lilacs and peonies. The air is redolent
with fragrant aromas from the flowers, flowering bushes and as
I just discovered yesterday, the blossoms on the holly bushes
send forth the sweetest perfume of all. If you have time, be sure
to walk among the large holly bushes between Straith Street and
the Wesley building…you will quickly understand.
(continued on the next page)

Church Events
•

5/5 Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 am (Sanctuary)

•

5/5 Social Hall in Use by Member

•

5/12 Mother’s Day

•

5/12 Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 am (Sanctuary)

•

5/13 Church Council Meeting
6:30 pm (Social Hall)

•

5/14 West End Alliance
6:30 pm (Social Hall)

•

5/19 Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 am (Sanctuary)

•

5/20 Newsletter Deadline

•

5/21 Echoes 11:00 am
(Country Cookin’)

•

5/26 Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 am (Sanctuary)

•

5/27 Office Closed - Memorial Day

•

5/28 Social Hall in Use

•

Food Pantry every Wednesday
at 9 am

•

Choir Practice every Thursday
at 6:30 pm

With all the newness of the earth reminding us of new life, Vern and I have watched with joy
and laughter the newborn lambs in the neighboring pasture as they cavort and prance with one
another. Yet, with longing, we look at pictures of Border Collie puppies online wanting and
needing to fill the gaping hole from losing our Faith. Surrounded by new life, some of us
continue to deal with decay and death as we walk this journey with loved ones who are
stricken ill, and even a loyal 4 legged companion whose love endures through clouded eyes
and faltering steps. Others among us are striving to find a new way to reinvent their lives in the
face of the death of a loved one.
Yet in the midst of all of this, Resurrection Sunday happens and we are reminded once again
that we are promised a reunion with all our loved ones, be they of the human or animal variety,
when we leave this earthly life. And with this realization, we look for those God moments –
times when the unexpected happens causing us to look heavenward and perhaps say, “I know
that was you, God!” We see a brilliantly red cardinal; majestic sunrises and sunsets; a favored
song can suddenly be heard overhead while in Walmart. When my nephew Marc von Trapp
was killed in an accident on March 19, 1998 we celebrated his life in a 2 ½ hour service in a
standing room only Stowe Community Church. Marc was a young man full of promise; he
lived life joyously and had this supreme confidence in knowing who he was. He was most
comfortable in his own skin and all who met him were the better for it. Marc’s older brother
Curtis shared how his brother was his “piano man,” at which time Billy Joel’s Piano Man was
played on the church sound system. Soon the hundreds gathered were swaying with and
singing the chorus, Oh, La la la, di da da; La la, di da da da dum; and yes, I heard the Piano
Man one day in the Tappahannock Walmart at a particularly low point.
This morning, Vern received the news that his younger sister claimed the promise of the
resurrection, so we join each and all of you who mourn on this day and with you cling to the
hope of the day of our own resurrection when we will meet again. As with most things in my
life, the words and music of one of my favorite hymns resounds in my head and heart: “God
Be With You, Till We Meet Again”. (UMH 672, 1,4)
God be with you till we meet again,
By His counsels guide, uphold you,
With His sheep securely fold you,
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.
God be with you till we meet again,
Keep love’s banner floating o’er you,
Smite death’s threatening wave before you,
God be with you till we meet again.
Till we meet, till we meet,
Till we meet at Jesus’ feet;
Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.
….You are loved

PRAYER REQUESTS
Peggy Barkley
Betty Barnhardt
Dave Botkin
Kelly Botkin
Phil Carletti
Ron Carletti
John Clatterbaugh
Carmen Collins
Frank Dill
Fitz Fairfield
Jonathan Gillette
Jerry Harman
Wendy Harman
Scott Hearn
Marcella Landram
William Lawhorne
Skip Low
Fern Moran
Elizabeth Poe
Jim Rohr

Kim Rohr
Peggy Rohr
George Sanderson
Katherine Sheets
Faye Shifflett
Estelle Wade
Leta Wimer
Tommy Wood
Family of Kevin Guffey
Family of Penny Reen
Those in the Armed
Services
The United Methodist
Church
Our Local United
Methodist Churches
Our Community
Our Nation

IN MEMORIAM
Ronald D. Hatcher

September 5, 1948 - April 3, 2019
Joined Marquis Memorial UMC on June 29, 1997

Nellie G. Demastus

December 23, 1920 - April 5, 2019
Joined Marquis Memorial UMC on July 10, 1988

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY
Janet Hatcher, Lora Hatcher Flint and their
family and friends following the death of Ron
Hatcher on Wednesday, April 3, 2019.
Dorothy Guffey and Ed & Polly Guffey
following the death of Dorothy’s grandson
and Ed & Polly’s nephew, Kevin Guffey on
Sunday, April 21st.
Vern, Pastor Tizzy and their family following
the death of Vern’s sister, Penny Walker Reen
on Thursday, April 25th.

BIBLE READING PLAN
In 2019 we’ll be reading the Bible from
start to finish, from Genesis to Revelation.
Wed, 5/1
Thu, 5/2
Fri, 5/3
Sat, 5/4
Sun, 5/5
Mon, 5/6
Tue, 5/7
Wed, 5/8
Thu, 5/9
Fri, 5/10

1 Chronicles 3-5
1 Chronicles 6
1 Chronicles 7-8
1 Chronicles 9-11
1 Chronicles 12-14
1 Chronicles 15-17
1 Chronicles 18-21
1 Chronicles 22-24
1 Chronicles 25-27
1 Chronicles 28-29,
2 Chronicles 1
Sat, 5/11
2 Chronicles 2-5
Sun, 5/12 2 Chronicles 6-8
Mon, 5/13 2 Chronicles 9-12
Tue, 5/14 2 Chronicles 13-17
Wed, 5/15 2 Chronicles 18-20
Thu, 5/16 2 Chronicles 21-24
Fri, 5/17
2 Chronicles 25-27
Sat, 5/18
2 Chronicles 28-31
Sun, 5/19 2 Chronicles 32-34
Mon, 5/20 2 Chronicles 35-36
Tue, 5/21 Ezra 1-3
Wed, 5/22 Ezra 4-7
Thu, 5/23 Ezra 8-10
Fri, 5/24
Nehemiah 1-3
Sat, 5/25
Nehemiah 4-6
Sun, 5/26 Nehemiah 7
Mon, 5/27 Nehemiah 8-9
Tue, 5/28 Nehemiah 10-11
Wed, 5/29 Nehemiah 12-13
Thu, 5/30 Esther 1-5
Fri, 5/31
Esther 6-10

BIRTHDAYS/ANNIVERSARIES
2 Tim Rexrode
6 Jason Swats
7 Amy Dill
Karri Greenlee
8 Marcella Landram
10 Ann Hewitt
12 Wanda Ocheltree
14 Phyllis Wiseman
15 Patricia Campbell
16 Ray Ergenbright

18 Emma Lane
21 Rebecca Ergenbright
Sharon James
22 Derek Doyle
Wilma Harlow
28 Ina Mae Sheets
Garrett & Melanie
Glendye (8 years)
29 Tommy & Peggy
Rosen (51 years)
31 Bailey Campbell

THANK YOU
I want to thank the kids; Zoey, Declan, Avery, Maite and Wesley for a wonderful job in helping
prepare, serve and organize our lunch. They always do a fantastic job in working together. Also a
special thank you to Celeste, Melanie and Barbara for cooking and cleaning, to Debbie for staying
after to help clean up and to Carol for setting up the tables. Thank you for the donations we received.
We are very appreciative. ~ Beth Stover
Dear Members of Marquis Memorial UMC, On behalf of SACRA, we wish to thank you for your
very generous donation of smoke detector batteries. SACRA would not be able to fulfill its mission
of helping those in need in our community without the generous and caring support of donors like
you. May God bless you for your generosity, Jane Ford
Thank you to each and every person who contributed to the sounding success of Ron Hatcher’s
celebration of life service. From setting up the sanctuary, participating in the service, finding extra
chairs, directing persons which way to go, the marvelous meal, and last but not least the cleanup
crew(s) who restored the church and social hall to normalcy, you functioned truly as the Body of
Christ. A member of our church family had a need, and you stepped up to meet that need. I continue
to thank God for all of you, and am so thankful Vern and I was sent to serve the servants of Marquis
Memorial. You are indeed precious, beloved children of God and beautiful to behold. ~ Pastor Tizzy

ANNOUNCEMENTS
In recognition of our hard working Food Pantry volunteers and the strength of their application, the
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank announced that we will receive grant money to purchase a 2 door freezer
and a shopping cart. The BRAF sends their gratitude and appreciation for all the work our volunteers
do to support our neighbors in need. Awesome job!!
The John Bible study will resume on Wednesday, May 1st at 6:30 pm in the office work room. If you
are interested in joining or have any questions, contact Pastor Tizzy.

ECHOES

KITS FOR CONFERENCE

Echoes will meet on Tuesday, May 21st at
11:00 a.m. at Country Cookin’ for a dutch
treat lunch. All are invited to join us.

During May we will be collecting:

EVANGELISM
Share who Jesus is and what he means to you
with someone today. It could mean the difference of eternal life for them. ~ Marion Fauver

FOOD PANTRY
The Food Pantry is in need of:
• Canned Meats
• Sides

Soap - must be 3 oz or larger, NO Ivory or
Jergen’s soap due to moisture content and
do not remove from original packaging
Thanks to everyone who has been donating
and working on kits for conference. Here
are the latest totals to date:
100+
100+
54
65

Hand towels
Washcloths
Toothbrushes
Combs

65
58
48

Nail Clippers
Band Aids (10)
Soap

