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Church Events 
¶ 12/1  1st Sunday of Advent Hanging 
of the Greens (Sanctuary) 

¶ 12/2  Staunton Christmas Parade - 
Free Coffee at First Citizenôs Bank  

¶ 12/8  2nd Sunday of Advent  

¶ 12/8  Homebound Visits - 1:30 pm  

¶ 12/10  West End Alliance  - 6:30 pm 
(Social Hall) 

¶ 12/15  3rd Sunday of Advent        
Choir Cantata (Sanctuary) 

¶ 12/17  Echoes - 10:30 am (Social Hall) 

¶ 12/19  January Newsletter Deadline 

¶ 12/22  4th Sunday of Advent 

¶ 12/24  Christmas Eve Service - 6 pm 
(Sanctuary) 

¶ 12/29  Casual Worship (Sanctuary) 

¶ Food  Pantry (every Wednesday) at 
9 am 

¶ Bible Study (every Wednesday)          
at 11:30 am and 6:30 pm in the     
Office Workroom 

¶ Choir Practice (every Thursday)          
at 6:30 pm in Sanctuary 

¶ The Social Hall will be in use by 
members throughout the month of 
December for special  activities. 
Please check the calendar or the 
church office to ensure availability.  

From the Pastorôs Hearté 

My Systematic Theology professor from Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary was the child of devout atheists. He was raised in a 
home without a Christian faith, but the Holy Spirit got hold of 
him when he was a teenager. He loved the music of Christmas 
and the one place he was certain to hear it was at local church 
services. Professor James (not his real name) began attending 
services at a church nearby his home, singing the hymns and 
joining in the full celebration of the season where God came to 
earth as a baby. Eventually, he came to saving faith and for him; 
it was in the singing of the Christmas carols that he came to 
know Christ.  

John Wesley would say that Professor James was wooed by the 
Holy Spirit, drawing him to saving faith. He would also call this 
Prevenient Grace, the grace that comes before knowing Christ; 
the grace that convinces us of our need for a Savior. For         
Professor James, the Christmas hymns of the faith spoke to him 
in such a way that he began to realize they were truth and that 
truth spoke volumes to his heart. I never thought to ask my     
professor if there was any hymn in particular that spoke to him in 
a special way. Since I too began my faith journey as a child,   
during the Advent/Christmas season I decided to take a look at 
some of my favorite hymns to become more aware of the         
theology imbedded in these much-loved Christmas hymns.  

My very favorite, Silent Night, tells the entire story of the        
Incarnation of God coming to us as a weak and helpless baby ï 
born in a manger no less. In Luke 1:26-38, we read of the angelôs 
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visit to Mary and Maryôs response when she learns she is to become the virgin mother of God. In 
correlation, the first verse of Silent Night tells of the virgin birth ï ñSilent night, holy night, all is 
calm, all is bright round yon virgin mother and childéò This also ties directly into the Gospel     
account we read every Christmas. From Luke 2:7, ñéand she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 
for them.ò From Luke 2:9, ñAn angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified.ò Do you remember the words to verse 2? ñSilent 
night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sightéò And finally, verse 3 begins with, ñSilent night, 
holy night, Son of God, loveôs pure lightéò This is pure testimony that God came to earth in the 
form of a child to live among us; bringing love and redeeming grace. With this, Christ out Savior 
is born!!!  

Another beloved hymn, Joy to the World, lays out the relationship we are to have with the birth of 
Christ the King, preparing him room in our hearts. Verse 1, ñJoy to the world, the Lords is come! 
Let earth receive her King; let every heart prepare him rooméò This hymn also demonstrates that 
Christ our Savior has come to save all of Godôs creation ï humankind and the world!! From verse 
2, ñéwhile fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy!ò This hymn reminds 
us that sin is defeated ï the very curse laid upon humankind in the garden of Eden when the first 
man and  woman disobeyed God. From verse 3, ñNo more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns 
infest the groundéò We can also look at Joy to the World as telling about the second coming of 
Christ in the final verse, ñHe rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove the 
glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders,    
wonders of his loveò. 

Take some time this Advent season to read your most beloved Christmas hymns. Look at them with 
fresh eyes as a testimony to the Good News of Jesus Christ. The more the different lyrics run through 
my head, the more I can see how a young teenage boy could be won for Christ as he sought to be 
made whole as a child of God. Some thoughts to ponder this season of watching and waiting! 

          You are loved, Pastor Tizzy   

SMILE NEWS 
Madison Flint (granddaughter of Janet Hatcher and the late Ron Hatcher) had an article in the 
Newsleader titled ñThe memory of her grandfather inspires Wilson Memorial golfer Madison 
Flint.ò It was a wonderful article about her talent and how Ron inspired her.  

Avery Ziegler got a good report card and had perfect attendance for the first nine weeks.  

Zoey Ziegler had a good report card and had perfect attendance for the first nine weeks. She also 
received an award for helping out other students in the shop getting caught up on projects.  

 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  
Let earth receive her King;  

let every heart prepare him room,  
and heaven and nature sing,  
and heaven and nature sing,  

and heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
Peggy Barkley 
Dave Botkin 
Phil Carletti 
Ron Carletti 
Sara Carletti 
David Caywood 
John Clatterbaugh 
Carmen Collins 
Jonathan Gillette 
Jerry Harman 
Wendy Harman 

Linda Hutton 
Marcella Landram 
Skip Low 
Karen Martin 
Leon Miller 
Fern Moran 
Elizabeth Poe 
Jim Rohr 
Peggy Rohr 
George Sanderson 
Katherine Sheets 

Leta Wimer 
Dinah Wood 
 
alsoé 
 
Those in the Armed Services 
The United Methodist   Church 
Our Local UM Churches 
Our Community 
Our Nation 

BIRTHDAYS  &  ANNIVERSARIES 

9 Ric Fauver 

 Ann Perry 

11 Terry R. Rohr 

12 Cindy Knapp 

21 Troy Davis 

 Ray Shover 

 ̈Congratulations to following couples who 

will celebrate anniversaries this month: 

Dec. 30 - Dicky & Marion Fauver - 43 years 

Dec. 31 - Donnie & Gail Dobbs - 53 years 

21 Leta Wimer 

24 Lou Barton 

 Steve Guffey 

28 Chase Landes 

29 Scott Baugher 

Sunday, December 1st - 1st Sunday of Advent - Join us as we kick off our Advent season with a 
Hanging of the Greens Service 

Monday, December 2nd - Stop by the backside of First Citizenôs Bank (down from Hardeeôs) for a 
free cup of coffee as you head to the Staunton Christmas Parade. We love to share Godôs love in a 
practical way!  

Sunday, December 8th - 2nd Sunday of Advent worship 

Sunday, December 8th - All are invited to share in the joy of visiting with our homebound members.  
The tentative time frame is 1:30 - 3:30 pm. 

Sunday, December 15th - 3rd Sunday of Advent - The choir will present their cantata, Joy To The 
World 

Tuesday, December 17th - Echoes will meet on Tuesday, December 17th at 10:30 a.m. in the Social 
Hall. We will have a fun gift exchange followed by a covered dish lunch. Please bring a wrapped gift 
suitable for either a male or a female costing no more than $5.00 and a dish to share. All are welcome 
to join us. The more, the merrier. 

Thursday, December 18th - January Newsletter Deadline at noon 

Sunday, December 22nd - 4th Sunday of Advent 

Tuesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve Communion/Candlelight Service at 6 pm in the Sanctuary 

Sunday, December 29th - Casual Worship in the Sanctuary 

UPCOMING EVENTS 



MISSIONS | FOOD PANTRY 
Greetings and Happy Holidays from the Mission 
Committee! Thanks to everyone who has contrib-
uted to any of the things we have been asking for 
during the past few months. 

We are still collecting shoes for school children 
sizes 13-6, we will continue this through            
December.  

These are the items currently needed by the 
Staunton Secret Boutique: 

¶ For Girls - bikini and hipster style underwear 
(sizes 12-14 Juniors and Ladies XS/2-3 - 
XXL) and any color of ñno showò socks and 
seasonal fuzzy socks 

¶ For Guys - boxer-brief underwear (sizes 28 - 
49 waist) and black crew socks 

If you have donated socks or underwear for the 
Secret Boutique, thank you. 

As we move to the Social Hall in January, we will 
have the warmth tree up, we are asking for 
gloves, hats scarves etc. during the winter 
months. 

Also we are looking for coats new or good used 
to be given to school age children, but also adult 
sizes that can be given out through the food    
pantry.   

Please remember the less fortunate not only     
during the holidays, but through out the year 

Thanks for all your support through the year. May 
you have a safe and happy holiday season. 

~ The Missions Committee 

BIBLE READING PLAN 

Sun, 12/1 1 Corinthians 9-11 

Mon, 12/2 1 Corinthians 12-14 

Tue, 12/3 1 Corinthians 15-16 

Wed, 12/4 2 Corinthians 1-4 

Thu, 12/5 2 Corinthians 5-9 

Fri, 12/6 2 Corinthians 10-13 

Sat, 12/7 Galatians 1-3 

Sun, 12/8 Galatians 4-6 

Mon, 12/9 Ephesians 1-3 

Tue, 12/10 Ephesians 4-6 

Wed, 12/11 Philippians 1-4 

Thu, 12/12 Colossians 1-4 

Fri, 12/13 1 Thessalonians 1-5 

Sat, 12/14 2 Thessalonians 1-3 

Sun, 12/15 1 Timothy 1-6 

Mon, 12/16 2 Timothy 1-4 

Tue, 12/17 Titus 1-3, Philemon 1 

Wed, 12/18 Hebrews 1-6 

Thu, 12/19 Hebrews 7-10 

Fri, 12/20 Hebrews 11-13 

Sat, 12/21 James 1-5 

Sun, 12/22 1 Peter 1-5 

Mon, 12/23 2 Peter 1-3 

Tue, 12/24 1 John 1-5 

Wed, 12/25 2 John 1, 3 John 1, Jude 1 

Thu, 12/26 Revelation 1-3 

Fri, 12/27 Revelation 4-8 

Sat, 12/28 Revelation 9-12 

Sun, 12/29 Revelation 13-16 

Mon, 12/30 Revelation 17-19 

Tue, 12/31 Revelation 20-22 

POINSETTIAS 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in   
honor or memory of a loved one, please fill out 
and return the order form in the Arcade to the   
offering plate. The cost is $5.00 and the deadline 
for ordering is Sunday, December 15th. The   
poinsettias will be placed in the Sanctuary on   
December 22nd and can be picked up after the 
service on Christmas Eve. 


