~Circuit Writer

F. eeding the Spirit, Mind and Body

Light and Life

Spring is a great time of year. It is one of my four favorite
seasons. With spring, we see the sunlight last longer than dark-
ness. The trees and flowers which were dormant over the winter
begin to bloom again. It is a season of life. It is a reminder of
what God can do in our lives if we are open to Him.

God will give light to our lives. Where are the areas of your life
that feel like they are dark and dead? We all have these areas;
places where we feel hopelessness and despair. We see
problems for which we think there is no answer. There are
places of death and darkness, but Jesus, the light of the world,
can bring us light. Give those areas to Him. Allow Him to give
us life, allow Him to show us His light. In Romans we are told
that the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead is alive in
us. Allow the Spirit to work in your life. Let God give you new
life this spring.

Yours in Christ,
Bob

If Easter says anything to us today, it says this.
You can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay there.

You can nail it to a cross, wrap it in winding sheets
and shut it up in a tomb, but it will rise!

Clarence W. Hall

Church Events

3/27 United Methodist Men - 6 pm
(Social Hall)

3/29 Holy Thursday Service - 7 pm
(Sanctuary)

3/30 Good Friday Cantata - 7 pm
(Christ UMC)

4 | Bon"rise Service - 6:30 am
(Oak Lawn Cemetery)

4/1 Easter Worship - 10:30 am
(Sanctuary)

4/2 Church Office Closed

4/4 Prayer Journey - 12:00 pm
(St. John’s UMC)

4/10 West End Alliance - 6:30 pm
(Social Hall)

4/17 Echoes - 10:30 am
(Social Hall)

4/20 Lions Club Dinner - TBD
(Social Hall)

4/24 United Methodist Men - 6 pm
(Social Hall)

Food Pantry (every Wednesday)

Choir Practice (every Thursday)



6 Ways to Be a ™~ .
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Easter is one of my favorite holidays — a time to re-
flect on a God who loved us so much that He gave His
life for us. That boggles my mind.

Sweet friends, we are so blessed, and this would be a
good opportunity for us to also be a blessing to some-
one else this Easter:

1) Ask someone to go t
S u n d Mayy. churches have dramas about the Easter
story or special choral presentations. It's a great time
to take a friend with you to hear the message of the
Resurrection.

: Sun, Apr 1 Judges 6 - 7
2). l nvite someone to.Ea Mon, Apr'2 Judges 8 - 9
Holidays can be lonely when one doesn’t have family e g i 02
to be with, and sometimes it’s a rare treat for folks to el g
have a home-cooked meal. (And it doesn’t have to be Wed, Apr 4 Judges 13 - 15
home-cooked. Invite someone to go with you even if Thu, Apr 5 Judges 16 - 18
you're just going out to eat.) Share the gift of your Fri, Apr 6 Judges 19 - 21
family with someone else. Sat, Apr 7 Ruth1-4
3)Take a meailntand spheart dESEIOMIGR: 1 Samuel 1 -3
wi t h  iIndludersome colorful Easter plates and Mon, Apr 9 1 Samuel 4 - 8§
napkins so the meal will be festive. If you have chil- Tue, Apr 10 1 Samuel 9 - 12
dren, have them color some pictures to take. Free We(’l Apr 11 1 S&huel 13 - 14
Easter coloring pages can be found on the Internet and K
you can print them out for your child. Thp, Apr 1 I Samuel 15 - 17
. Fri, Apr 13 1 Samuel 18 - 20, Psalm 11 & 59
4)Fi x an Easter basket f roa s i3 15124
i or c iThey sorectin®s. feel left out of things, Pr Al Foamuct 24 -
especially at holiday times. Of course you could put Sun, Apr 15 Psalm 7, 27, 31, 34 & 52
candy in the basket, but here are some other ideas: Mon, Apr 16 Psalm 56, 120, 140 - 142
a pot of cheery flowers that will keep on blooming, Tue, Apr 17 1 Samuel 25 - 27
a “gift card” to mow their lawn or clean their house, Wed, Apr 18 Psalm 17, 35, 54 & 63
a small decoration for their home or a gift card to a Thu, Apr 19 1 Samuel 28 < 31. Psalm 18
local restaurant. S 2
; Fri, Apr 20 Psalm 121, 123 - 125, 128 - 130
5)Shar e y o uloyodlmawrn faily that's Sat, Apr 21 9 Samuel 1 - 4
going through difficult times financially? If you have .
h o - B : Sun, Apr 22 Psalm 6, 8 - 10, 14, 16, 19, 21
e means, offer to take their children shopping for an ’
Easter outfit or for some treats for an Easter basket. Mon, Apr 23 1 Chronicles 1 -2
Tl e the mes X0 of lele, Apr 24 Psalm 43 - 45 . 49_, 84 - 85, 87
friends and feuall, that'l whhtd Wed, Apr 25 1 Chronicles 3 - 5
Easter is really all about. Put some coins in a plastic Thu, Apr 26 Psalm 73, 77 - 78
Easter egg and then tell your children about the price Fri, Apr 27 1 Chronicles 6
that Jesus paid for us. As you dye eggs, talk about Sat, Apr 28 Psalm &1, 88,92 -93
how the red eggs represent God’s sacrifice for us, the Sun, Apr 29 1 Chronicles 7 - 10

blue eggs are a reminder of the sky He made, the
green eggs represent the grass He created, and the
white eggs are a symbol of having a pure heart for

God. Having meaningful conversations about life and faith
GRS TWRNSIRELVARETELVIRLTISCE Sl can be hard. At Alpha, everyone is invited to explore
ness Of JesuS. Make the ﬂln traditions a Celebration Of the Christian faith’ ask questions and Share their

SR £11t of love forus — His Son, point of view. Contact Pastor Bob or Marge for more
information or if you're interested in participating.

Mon, Apr 30 Psalm 102 - 104

Happy Easter to all of you. I'm so grateful today for
the blessing of a risen Lord... and for the opportunity : ;
that gives us to be a blessing to others. Begins April 25th PM <1 Gherryvale UMC



Prayer Requests

Luke 24:
Michael Alford Jerry Harman Evelyn Smith e i s no
Sandy Allen Mark Harman Kevin Sweeney he hasfhr
Scott Baugher Wendy Harman Shawn Sweeney
Louise Bennett Gene Kane Blanche Tutwiler
Dave Botkin Peggy Knowles Ken Wiseman
Kelly Botkin Marcella Landram  Haley Wisman roved Hi
Matt Brown Carrie Lotts Mary Jane Withers | oc\;/(e)%ﬁ t?] eegro : s
Alex Caldwell Dana Moore Tommy Wood :
Melinda Campbell Fern Moran Family of John Wilberger When Christ hung,
Phil Carletti Donna Parady also. .. and bled, and died,
Charles Chenault  Elizabeth Poe . : , ,
John Clatterbaugh  David Ramsey o y e Armed.SerV1ces it was God saying

: The United Methodist Church to the world
Loretta Cline Jack Ramsey ’
: Our Local UM Churches
Carmen Collins John Rexrode . | love vou!
; Our Community Yy

Rodney Davis George Sanderson e e
Ray Ergenbright Ina Mae Sheets

Jonathan Gillette

Thank you

Katherine Sheets

Billy Graham

e We would like to thank Pastor Bob and our church
family for the wonderful support during the passing of
our mom and grandmother, Mildred Fauver. We have

Birthdays/Anniversaries

been in awe of your prayers, calls, visits, cards and
kindness. ~ Dick, Marion, Nicole and Preston Fauver
and Celeste, Josh, Zoey and Avery Ziegler.

e Thank you to everyone for your continued support. A
special thank you to my friends in the Food Pantry, I
miss being able to be there to help. ~ Lee Moyer

e Thank you to everyone for your support and prayers
following my knee replacement surgery. My recovery
is going well and I look forward to returning to my
normal activities very soon. Your encouragement has
been a blessing. ~ Carol Ergenbright

e Thanks to all of my church family for the cards,
phone calls, visits and prayers during my health  is-
sues. A special thanks to Bob for all of the hospital
visits and to the food pantry gang for their cards and
support. God bless all, Ken Wiseman

e We would like to thank everyone for joining us and
supporting the kids in preparing the lunch last  Sun-
day. Also wanted to thank those who helped cook,
clean and set up. ~ The Children’s Sunday School Class

e Thank you to the Children’s Sunday School class and
to everyone who helped with the lunch and dedica-
tion last Sunday. Our family was honored to have
Delores remembered in this way. A special thank you
to Beth Stover for all she did to plan the event.
~ The Moyer Family

4 Ashley Rohr Lail

5 Travis Viel

6 Connor Stewart
Wade Stewart

11 Tara Knapp

13 Frances Thornton

14 Matthew Viel

15 Amy Stewart

16 John Stover, Sr.

17 Bill Heizer

20 Jason Hulvey
Natasha James

22 Jeff Guffey

25 Josh Ziegler
Greg Sellers

28 Marge Sharp

30 Phil Carletti

v Congratulations to Rob & Stephanie
Lane who will celebrate their 11th
wedding anniversary on April 28th.

In Memoriam

John

M. Wil ber

October 22, 1925 - March 16, 2018

Joined Marquis Memorial UMC
on October 11, 1964




Finance Committee Report

It is hard to believe that one quarter of 2018 is nearly gone but we want to look back on the
financial status of the Church at the end of 2017.

We did not do as well with our obligations to the Conference and District as we did in 2016.
We were only able to pay 63% of our conference obligations and 32% to the District. We were
able to pay 100% on three items to the Conference; Active Clergy Health Benefits, Retired
Clergy Health and District Superintendent Fund. These totaled $19,401. To the District, we
paid $1,950 to the District Fund (39%) and $150 to Casa de Amistad (100%).

We were able to meet all of our operating expenses and all of the Church Programs such as
Missions, Caring, Food Pantry & Education were covered as well.

You will notice in the weekly bulletin that it shows the amount that weneed EVERY WE EK
for the general budget and building fund in order to meet our annual financial obligations. For

2018, we need $3,327 for the general budget and $335 for the building fund. There is also a
notation of what has been specifically given for Apportionments by members.

We hope that the remainder of 2018 will be good for everyone and that with prayer and hard
work we will end the year with an even better report.

Announcements

We will be hosting the Lions Club dinner on Friday, April 20th. We need the congregation’s
help in supplying food for the meal. There will be a sign up sheet in the Arcade on Sunday,
April 8th and April 15th. If you would like to help, contact Sammie Sams or Lindy Gough.

Mission Committee Echoes

Kits For Conference By April 17th we hope that all threat of bad
weather in the form of ice or snow will be
well behind us. Therefore, Echoes will
Toothbrushes meet at 10:30 am in the Social Hall for
« must be individually wrapped Bingo and some laughs followed by a
« adult size only bagged lunch. We look forward to seeing
« do not remove from original packaging lots of you there (there are no age or gender

During April we will be collecting:

Band-Aids guidelines). Please join us!
« only need 6 per kit

Food Pantry Needs
Large Cans of Soup  Vegetables

Hamburger Helper Sloppy Joe Mixes
Pasta/Rice Sides Instant Potatoes




